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ABSTRACT 

Students in New Mexico may take either the American 
College Test Assessment (ACT) or the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT), 
although New Mexico students usually take the ACT. Results from both 
examinations are presented in this report, based on seniors expected 
to graduate. Overall, New Mexico and national composite scores have 
remained steady on the ACT (Enhanced ACT) for the past 3 years, 
although there has been a sTight decline in English scores. New 
Mexico scores remained slightly below the national average, although 
scores improved for student s enrolled in a core curri culum. Males 
scored higher in mathematics while females scored higher in English. 
Minority groups in New Mexico generally scored higher than their 
national counterparts. Far fewer New Mexico students took the SAT. 
Their verbal and mathematics scores remained above the national 
average, with an increase in verbal scores and a slight, and 
con t inui ng dec line, in ma themat ics scores. On the SAT , mi no r i t y 
groups in New Mexico also scored higher than their national 
counterparts, and Mexican Americans and Native Americans 
substantially increased their scores. Four appendixes give scores by 
school district and detailed information about gender, mean SAT 
scores, and ethnic composition of SAT takers. (Contains nine tables, 
five figures, and five sources.) (SLD) 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1992 SCHOLASTIC APTITUDE TEST RESULTS 
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substantialh^ increased their verbal and math scores. 
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Figure 1 

Enhanced ACT Composite Scores 

1dS6 - 1992 




Year 




H Nat’l 
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NMSDE: 7/93 




Gender 

Of the 9,567 New Mexico graduates taking the ACT in 1991-92, 5,237 (54.7%) were females and 4,330 (45.3%) were mal^. 
Both nationally and for New Mexico students, males scored higher than females on the math subtest and on the overall composite 
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Not Available (Concorded trend data 
available nationally before 1989.) 



Table 3 below shows the percentage of students in each test score interval for both New Mexico students and national norms. 
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Table 4 Table 5 

MEAN ACT MATH SCORES BY GENDER MEAN ACT ENGLISH SCORES BY GENDER 
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Factors Affecting ACT Scores 

Two factors appear to affect ACT scores. ACT composite scores are higher for students enrolled in core college preparatory 
curriculum and scores rise as family income rises. Figure 2 compares ACT composite scores for New Mexico students who reported 
thev comoleted the recommended core college preparatory curriculum with those who had not. Higher scores for core curriculum 
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Figure 2 Figure 3 

ACT Mean Composite Scores 1992 NM ACT Composite Scores 

Core v8 « Core Curricula by Estimated Family Income 
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THE SCHOLASTIC APTITUDE TEST 
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For New Mexico the largest gains in mean scores in 1992 were achieved by Mexican Americans. Scores for this group 
increased by 13 standard points for verbal and 10 standard points for math. However, nationally, this group was the only group to 
show a decline in mean scores for 1992. The verbal score declined by 5 standard points and the math score was down 2 standard 
points. Except for Mexican Americans, the national mean scores for all other ethnic groups improved slightly or remained the same. 
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Only the district score is provided when there is only one high school in the district. ENGL MATH READ SCI COMP NUM 






r: a 



Ov 

n 



o 



o 

<s 



r- 












«o r*»'oeo«r»«r»r^v^ 



p 

o 

<s 



— 






d 



d 



r*^ 



CN ^ — 



p 

d 



p 

d 



o 

d 



p p 00 <s ^ p p 

r-’ d 00 d d 00 d* 



p p 

d ed 



p 

d 






p 



p 

00 



p 

00 



^ ^ — 



p 

00 



p p p p p p p 

d d od d d d V 



p p 

d 00 



r< 

d d 



p P 
d d 



p 

d 



P p p 

d d d 



p p p p p p p 

d d od d v-k d v-k 



p p 

od d 



m p 

d d 



p 

d 

fs 



p 

d 



p 

d 



d d 



p 

d 



p p 

d od 



p p 

d od 



p 

d 



p p p p p p p 

d d d d d d d 



p p 

d d 



p p 

Os d 



o 










04 










y 






< 




a 


(/) 


Hi 


z 




o 


> 


u 


o 


< 


o 


Q 


pa 


o: 


00 


d 


d 


O 


O 




u 


u 


y 


y 


y 



i 



, e 



a 2 Sa-o 

- -2252 = 
gacSSaSp 




X 

X 



> 



S3 

ff 

o 

X 



z 

o 

X 



LUI 

CQ 



Q. 

O 

O 



2 

p 

z 



^ Os ^ 
rs . 

fS Os 



ir-^Q,-tfr>^fr>OsOs0esO'Op 

S Oow-iv>r< — ost^so^— 
ro fS P ' fs — — ^ 



s s 



c/> 

LU 

QQ 



flu 

Z 

o 

u 



pppppppppppppp 

dodddddddddppp 



p p 

d d 



so ^ so < 



o m vo 



U 

(O 



p p p 

<s <s 3 



psOt^sOOpppppppP*^ 

do'ddddddpddpdok 



p p 

d d 



od d od g rq d d d p d d Qs p OO 



Q 

< 



or^o Qososrtppppppppppp 

ddd ddfsdddoddpdpppp 

<sc4fs r^rsirsic4c>4<s*-*-^r'i-^r'ir'ir4n 



p p 

d d 



p 

d 



p 

d 

<s 



p p p p 

d d d d 



p p p 

d d d 






X 

H 

< 

2 



pppppppppppp 

ododddddddddor^ 

<v|0404<N0404 — — 



p 

d 



p p 

d d 



fvi 00 p p p r^ppp 

d d d d d 



p p p 

00 00 d 



so 

d 






d 

O 

Z 

U4 



p^c -Opppppppppp 

dd'-*ddddd^oodddd 



p p p p pppp p 

d d d d jq 22^2 ^ 







X 
2 
X 

utX 

^^2 

2<o9'x 

= (a 5 |s 



< 




y 


z 


§ 

5 


1 

% 


5 


ua 

m 




15 



ENGL MATH READ SCI COMP NUM ENGL MATH READ SCI COMP NUM 







\r> VD O V-) 

— C 4 <n Ov 

fS — • 



O W) 
m ^ «s 



^ ^ VD ^ 00 

rJ v/^ — * 



O 






o 

Q 



Ch 



>o 



^ Cl ^ 



fs ^ — 



q 

q 



vo vo »/^ »/^ 



«-« \o 
0\ 0\ 0\ 



q 

Ch 



Ch 






^ o 
o 



O VO « 

^ ^ o 

^ cs CS «s «s 



q 



o 

d 



o>* 



VO 

d 



— . — fS 



q 

VO 



VO 

VO 



QO VO 

d d 
n n 



q q cs q op ^ 

r*^ po ^ d ri 

cs ^ n 



VO 

d 



fS — ' — ' 



vo voo^ f*^qq 

QO PO ddd dood 



q 

00 



q 

VO* 



<s 

d 



q 

d 



q 

d 



pe ^ o q Ch 

— i fS fS cs — 



cn OP cs *-* 



<s q m 
d pe d 



q 

PO 



q 

d 



q 

PO 




2 O' 



>< 

2 




X 

s o 

,2S 



aSS i 



M 



O a. 

C/3 (/) 



I 

H 



5 

H 



S' 

c/} 

z 

o 

u 

s 

§ I 



o 

D 

H 



< 

(O 

O 

SI 



z 

X 

o 

D 

< 

> 



Q 

Z 

D 

O 

z 

o ^ 
o z 

^ N 



VC fS C^ oo VO 
oo cs •— m 

VC fS fS I'- 



ve VO <s ce qqqqqq 

ao VO d VO dd^oqc*^ 

S Z — — fSfSfSfSfSCS 



VC q q q op 

d VO 00 d ^ 



q 

d 



^ q 
d vo 



q q 

vo oo 



^ c« ^ vo-vfvcvcovvo ^ <s CS 'vf q q 

2 D; ssas 8 ?i 2 2 2 ; :: ?i 



Ov 

cs — — 



q 

d 



q 

vo 



q 

d d 

cs — 



q q 
vo d 



Ov o q ^ q q 

d d o fc — o 

— cs fS fS fS fS fS 



— «c VC, q 

«0 vo oo d C 



q 

d 



q cs 
vo d 



vo — ^ o P 
vo d d d d d q 

— cs cs — cs — cs 



00 d vo r*“ ^ 



rt 

vo 



O 'C 

vd d 



d d 



oe ^ 

d 00* 



oo rc 

00* vd vd vd ddooqdq q ^ ^ 

Z ^ — escs— cs— cs — ^ 



csvcq — q^f^ 

dvddd«q^qg 



vd »c 



^ q 
d d 



o 

ERIC 




X 

= ui g 

o > I 2 

X U1 o X 

gilii 

S“l-“i 

Oo <^i-< 
^ d on S O t/) 



>• 

h 

u 

C^i 

< 

S 

> 

d 



H 

ja 



CO 



CO 

< 

O 

UJ 


z 


DC 5 

m 3 

to H 


z 

o 


> 


< 


Q 


1 < 


d 


CO 

< 


g 


0^ 

C 


' P 


CO 

q 


d 




d 


1 d 


d 



O 

Z 

:3 



z 

c 

H 

a 

z 

> 

Q 



< 

Z 

u] 

< 

Q 

2 

s 



d 

d 

Ui 

s 



U1 

CO 

o 

3 

UJ 



< 

> 

< 

12 



< 

a: 



>- 

t 

< 

ai 



C 

at: 

ui 

D 

CX 

to 



W 

S S 



< 

z 

< 

£ 

D 



w 

W «p<^ 

O O' 

. < i 
21 5 



(/) 



CO 



16 



rr 



< 

S 

tu 



< 

s 

< 

O 

U 

S 

s 

g 

2 

DU 

O 



DQ 

DU 



< 

Oi 

03 

S 



H 

< 

c/3 

U3 



a 

2 

2 

< 

H 

C/3 

Oi 

0 

1 

c/3 

§ 

u 

c/3 

2 

a 



<N 

C7S 

0\ 



O 

H 



00 

C7S 



o 

ERIC 



17 



LO 



NUMBER AND PERCENT OF NEW MEXICO MALE AND FEMALE 
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS TAKING THE SAT 
1981 TO 1992 
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NEW MEXICO AND NATIONAL STUDENTS' MEAN SAT SCORES 

1981 TO 1992 
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ETHNIC COMPOSITION OP NEW MEXICO STUDENTS TIDING THE SAT 

1981 TO 1992* 
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